
Our News In Brief At Richmond Hill 
19th June 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Well done to our children! 
I would like to begin this newsletter but saying a huge well done to all the children who have been in school this week.   We 
have been so proud of how they have adapted to the changes in school and the wider world, the attitude they have shown to 
their learning and their behaviour.  They are an absolute credit to you.  All children in school have been incredibly sensible with 
regards to social distancing, washing their hands and following instructions at all times.  This means will can all feel confident 
that every member of our school is following our risk assessment and helping to keep everyone safe and healthy.  They have 
adapted very quickly to getting back down to learning and are already making great progress.   
 

Free School Meals (FSM) - Summer offer  
This week, following a campaign led by footballer Marcus Rashford, the government has agreed that they will continue to  
provide all families eligible for FSM with vouchers over the summer.  I was delighted to hear this news and to know that so 
many of our families will continue to receive this vital support.  Families will receive their weekly entitlement in one lump 
sum.  More guidance will follow over the next couple of weeks.  
 

Free School Meal -  Eligibility 

These past few months have been challenging for many families, particularly when it comes to accessing food. Some families 
may have experienced a change in circumstances, such as reduced working hours or a loss of income. Further details for how 
families can check if they meet the eligibility criteria for Free School Meals and make a claim as appropriate can be found at: 
https://www.leeds.gov.uk/residents/council-taxand-benefits/free-school-meals.  
 
Summer plans 
Please look out for a letter that is going out to all parents with children in Years 2, 3, 4 and 5 today.  The GORSE Academies 
Trust is looking at whether or not it will be possible for RHA to provide schooling for children from these year groups during the 
first 3 weeks of the holiday.  This is to support those children who have not been able to come to school since all schools closed 
on 20 March 2020.  Please follow the link in the letter (available on our website) to let us know whether you would like your 
child to come to school during this time.   
 
Transition 
We have been giving careful thought to how we can help support the children as they prepare to move to a new year group in 
September 2020.  This is obviously a far more complex job this year, but we are working very hard to ensure that every child 
will have the opportunity to meet their new teacher, whether in person or on ClassDojo.  More information will come from 
your child's new class teacher next week.    
 
Farewell to Mr Singh and Mr Grogan 
I am both excited and sad to share with you the news that Mr Singh and Mr Grogan (Assistant Principals at RHA) have both 
been successful in getting their first headships.  Both teachers will be leaving us at the end of August to take up post as 
Headteacher of schools in the area.  I am excited for them because this is a huge achievement and we wish them every success 
as they begin to lead their own school in September. We will be very sad to see them go, however, as both members of staff 
have been with RHA on the incredible journey we have shared over the past 2 and half years.  They have played a crucial role in 
helping to make RHA the happy, successful, thriving school it is today.   Both Mr Singh and Mr Grogan have shown such  
commitment and dedication to our children and I would like to thank them for the significant contributions they have made.    
 
Welcome Mrs Kearney and Miss Mahmood! 
I am very excited to announce that our new Assistant Principal for Years 4, 5 and 6 is Mrs Kearney, who many of you will al-
ready know as she has been in teaching in Year 4 for the past two years and is already a hugely valued member of our 
team.  She is very excited to be moving into this new post and I know will be a massive support to pupils, parents and teachers 
alike.  The Assistant Principal role for Years 1, 2 and 3 is taken by Miss Shamsa Mahmood.  Miss Mahmood is an excellent 
teacher who comes originally from an outstanding GORSE school, Hillcrest Academy.  She has been in school over the past two 
weeks and has already made a fantastic start and I know is going to be a brilliant addition to the RHA team.  Both new Assistant 
Principals will introduce themselves in our newsletter next week.  In the meantime, if you have any questions, please don't 
hesitate to contact me. 
 
I hope you all have a good weekend. 
 
Anna Mackenzie 
Principal 

https://www.leeds.gov.uk/residents/council-taxand-benefits/free-school-meals


 

Many thanks to Rethink who provided lots of lovely yoghurt pouches this 
week, children in school have enjoyed a daily yoghurt pouch and we have 
managed to add some to our food parcel deliveries this week.  We are 
hopeful this will continue over the next few weeks.  

Many thanks to NSBP who are still supporting our breakfast programme, we are providing warm buttered 
bagels every day for all children attending school and we have also managed to keep going with the break-
fast resource deliveries we started during the lockdown period.   
  
If you are having difficulties and require an additional food parcel please contact us by email  
info@richmondhill.leeds.sch.uk or ring Miss Coulson directly on 07960 888664 to discuss  

 

mailto:info@richmondhill.leeds.sch.uk

