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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It's hard to believe we are already at the end of the term! I hope your child has had a good term and is looking forward to the  
holidays.   
 
I spoke with a parent recently who commented on how much the school is improving and she suggested that I use the newsletter 
to give parents information about some of the key changes. 
 
Curriculum: We are really excited about how our curriculum is developing.  Each half term we base our English and Topic 
lessons around a carefully selected book.  The chosen book for each year group links to our whole school theme.  Next half term 
our theme will be 'CHANGES' and the children will be studying Geography in relation to important environmental issues.  We are 
also starting to plan very carefully for how we increase the children's vocabulary so each half term the teacher will select key words 
to teach the children so that they can use it in their writing and talking.  Prepare to be impressed by the words your children will 
come home with! 
 
Behaviour: Behaviour is continuing to improve at Richmond Hill. The children really enjoy the positive atmosphere in all 
our classrooms; we believe that children respond best when rewarded for good behaviour. Our children also understand the sanc-
tions which are used if there are examples of poor behaviour.  School is typically calm and lessons are settled, with children en-
gaged in their learning. We will continue to work hard to improve behaviour around the school as we strive for nothing less than 
outstanding standards.   
 
Attendance: All our staff members, especially Miss Bonitz, are working really hard to help parents and children improve 
attendance.  The children are given weekly rewards for good attendance (at least 96%) in assemblies. They also earn star  
badges for a whole half term of 96%+ attendance.  The children are very proud of these badges.  Please continue to support your 
child's progress and enjoyment of school by aiming for at least 96% attendance.  Even if your child's attendance is less than this, 
coming to school every day between now and the end of the year will make sure they finish on a good percentage.   
 
In Harmony: We are very proud to be an Opera North In Harmony school and we were excited this week to take delivery of 
more musical instruments. All the children have now chosen their instrument which means that in Year 3 and 4 all children play 
either: violin, viola, cella or double bass.  In Years 5 and 6 all children have chosen one of the following: flute, clarinet, trumpet or 
trombone.  All RHA children from Year 1 - 6, Nurture and Rainbow Base have weekly music lessons and choir sessions. Children 
in Early Years receive weekly musicianship lessons. They all show exceptional focus and concentration in these sessions and we 
are so pleased with the progress that they are making.   
 
I will give a further update on some key areas next half term but if there is any area of school you would particularly like information 
about, please do not hesitate to ask. 
 
Wishing you all a good Easter holiday. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Anna Mackenzie 

Principal 

DATES FOR THE DIARY……… 
 

 Message from the Principal 

29/3: Easter Break 
15/4: School Opens 
18/4: School Closes 
23/4 : School Opens 

 

PE News 
 

On Wednesday 27th March  
Richmond Hill Academy was one of only 
two schools  representing Leeds at 
the West Yorkshire School Games  
Winter Festival, held at Leeds Beckett 
University, Headingly Campus, Leeds. 
For this special event the children were 
given t-shirts to wear as they paraded 
around the track in the Opening  
Ceremony. They met Team GB  
Triathlete Alex Yee, enjoyed participating 
in some Bhangra dancing and then 
took part in several fun multisport  
activities. 



 

1D – 100 
1M – 88.4 
1R  - 89.4 
  
2D - 92 
2M  - 92.1 
2R – 89.6 
  
3D  - 96.2 
3M - 93.2 
3R  - 96.4 

4D – 88.5 
4M - 97 
4R - 94.5 
  
5D- 95.4 
5M – 95 
5R - 93.3 
  
6D– 96.2 
6M– 99.1 
6R- 96.2 

Rainbow - 91.9 

 
 
 

 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Re: GORSE Community Karate Club 
 

I invite you to join in with our fantastic opportunity, The 
GORSE Community Karate Club meets every Monday 
evening starting from the 15th April at The Stephen 
Longfellow Academy (LS11 8PG), at 5pm-6pm, and again 
at 6pm-7pm. This is an opportunity for all the family, aged 
8+, to learn karate together. At the karate club you will have 
the opportunity to grade three times per year, achieve your 
Black belt in three to five years, learn to spar, and even 
compete in karate competitions. Alongside this, we will 
teach you important life skills, including streetwise defences. 
All of the above is available for just £1 per session for under 
18s, and £2 per session for over 18s, which are at  
significantly discounted prices.  
 
If you would like to join us, please just come to one of the 
sessions highlighted above. I hope to see you there in the 
coming weeks.   
 
Yours faithfully 
Matt Blakeway 

GORSE Karate Coach (3rd Dan Wado Ryu Karate) 

Attendance News 

 
We are updating our first aid procedures from next 
term, if your child receives any first aid treatment 
you will receive a blue or orange slip inside their 
book bags. Please look out for the coloured slips. 

Worried about Universal Credit? 

 
Saleem Shafi from Money Buddies will be in the school Coffee 

shop to talk through budgeting, housing etc… 
 

Tuesday 23rd April 9am. 
Please come along for a tea or coffee and a chat. 

 

Speak to Miss Coulson to confirm your place. 

 

 
The attendance at this time of the year seems to be a bit 
like the weather at the moment – can’t really decide 
whether to be good or bad. While 4 classes had a very 
low attendance with under 90%, 7 classes showed  
brilliant attendance figures over 96% - well done!  
 
Year 6 were proving to be real leaders in the week prior 
to their mock SATs. And I am especially proud of last 
week’s attendance champions 1D! I know you have  
struggled with good attendance for a long time – and how 
amazing is it to be the winner with 100%! Enjoy your  
Pizza – it is well deserved.  
 
I wish all the children and families at Richmond Hill a 
sunny and relaxing break and hope to see you all back 
happy and healthy. 
  
Keep shining!  
 
Daniela Bonitz  
Attendance Officer  

 

Rainbow 
Red Base have been enjoying exploring painting on a variety of 

unusual surfaces, such as the umbrella! The children have been 

requesting different coloured paints and have been sharing their 

space whilst concentrating on creating vertical strokes. 

First Aid Procedures 

1 Dahl 

Bikes and scooters 
 
Please do not ride bikes or scooters 
in the playground. This rule applies 
to children and parents. You will be 
asked to dismount if a member of 
staff sees you riding a bike/scooter 
on the school premises.  We have 
lots of younger children/siblings in 
the playground before and after 
school and it is a Health and Safety 
risk to have bikes/scooters being 
ridden.  
 
Thank you for your cooperation  

Times of the school day 
 
8.40am Children arrive and 

line up 
 

8.45am Classes walk into 
school 

 
8.50am Gates close and 

children are marked late after 
this time 

 
3.20pm School day  

finishes  


